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EDITORIAL. 


EMBERS are looking forward to the next Conference of the Association, which 
is to be held in Palmerston North on February 14 to 17, inclusive. There is 
a considerable amount of business to be done, and members will be kept in touch 
as fully as possible with developments until just before the Conference. Among 
the most important matters to be considered is a very substantial appropriation made 
by the Carnegie Corporation of New York to the Association for purposes of the 
programme decided upon recently by the Council. This programme contains pro- 
posals for proper office and staff facilities for the Association, for propaganda, 
and co-operation with the Country Library Service, and for an enlarged bulletin. 
“New Zealand Libraries” from this issue will continue its twelve-page size. The 
first instalment of the Carnegie grant, to cover the first year of the five years 
provided in the programme, amounts to $6,600.00 (£1,751 12s. 9d.), which has been 
received and banked on behalf of the Association. The full amount allocated 
amounts to the very generous total of $29,700.00. Members will receive full 
advice of the proposed programme at a later date; negotiations were pushed 
through as quickly as possible, in order to facilitate getting things into motion at 
the beginning of the year. 


The money has only just, at the time of going to press, been received, and 
there is little that can be said in the meantime. Members will be advised fully of 
the proposals for which the grant has been made in the near future. 


There are, of course, other important matters scheduled to go before Con- 
ference. Members will be advised of these also at as early a date as possible. 


Registrations so far are more than satisfactory, and it appears as though there 
will be excellent representation. This is not to be wondered at, as the last few 
conferences of the Association have been of a most stimulating character, and 
those committees which have sent their librarians once have seldom failed to con- 
tinue the practice in view of the obvious benefit which those who havé been their 
delegates have received. It is likely that the Palmerston North Conference will be 
no exception, and a programme has already been drawn up, to be published, when 
finally settled, in the February issue of “New Zealand Libraries,” if it has not 
already been circulated by that date. 


BRANCHES AND SECTIONS. 
OTAGO. 
A general meeting, preceded by an executive It was decided to communicate with the con- 
meeting of the Branch, was held in the Univer- _—vener of the committee on inter-library loan for 


sity Library on December 13, 1938. information on certain specified points. 

The general meeting considered remits to ‘ ‘ 
Conference, and discussed the Conference pro- Another meeting of the Branch will be held 
gramme. before Conference. 
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GENERAL NEWS. 


Town Clerk, Whangarei, or to the 
the New Zealand Library Association, P.O. Box 
1529, Wellington. Applications close at 4 p.m. 
on January 27th. 


Accommodation at Conference. 


In addition to the hotels advertised in the 
second conference circular, dated 1st December, 
1938, the Commercial Hotel in the Square (15/- 
per day) is recommended. When making re- 
servations at any hotel members and delegates 
should state plainly that they are attending the 
Conference, in order to avoid misunderstanding 
about the reductions in tariff which, as the cir- 
cular explained, most of the hotels are 


Associateship. 

Miss C. O. Troup, B.A., of the Wellington 
Public Libraries, and Mrs. M. Whitaker, of the 
Levin Public Library, have been elected to 
Associateship of the Library Association 
(London). 


Propaganda. 


In most libraries a good deal of material from 
abroad, and a certain amount from local sources, 


course, and the resultant enthusiasm is often 
very marked. In order to appreciate local 
pe a knowledge of problems elsewhere, 

and methods used in solving them, is of course 
of the greatest assistance. 


Railway Concession. 


The General Manager of Railways has pro- 
mised to grant a concession of 20 per cent. to 
delegates and members travelling to the Con- 
ference by rail. This concession, however, will 
only be granted if 20 or more delegates are pre- 
pared to avail themselves of it. No concession 
forms can be issued until assurances have been 
received by the Secretary from 20 individuals 
that they propose to travel in this way. Con- 
sequently, those proceeding to Conference by 
rail should advise the Secretary immediately, 
both for their own convenience and for that of 
others using the railways. 


Palmerston North Public Library. 

The Junior Department is flourishing with a 
membership of approximately 1,200. 

The Junior Library Players are very popular 
in the city, and, at the request of the Sunshine 
Club and the Women’s Hospital Auxiliary, 
have entertained the inmates of Awapuni 
Home. They also performed the “Royal Toy- 
maker” at College School. 

All departments of the Library are now free. 
A rental book club, charging 2d. a book for 8 
days, has been opened in a library shop, and is 
proving most successful with a membership of 
450. 

A collection of new de luxe edition books 
was presented recently to the Children’s Free 
Library by the Palmerston North Citizens’ 
Lunch Club, amounting in value to no less than 
£25. 


Wellington Public Libraries. 


The structure of the new Central Public 
Library is almost completed, and the building 
presents a really fine appearance, both from 
outside and from inside, now that the scaffold- 
ing has largely been removed. The work is 
proceeding very satisfactorily, and is arousing 
considerable public interest locally. Some 


time before the end of this year the staff should 
te fo Gennpaitiies off die eons Redhdihie, wid wilt 
be unique of its kind in the Southern Hemi- 
sphere. 
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Interloan Statistics. 


Libraries which have a tistics of inter- 
loans (requests received, ed, applications 
sent, granted, etc.) over the past year or two 
are asked to send a brief note of them by the 
end of January to the Convener, Standing Com- 
mittee on Inter-Library Co-operation, care of 
the Canterbury University College Library, 
Christchurch. 
Urgent—Constructive Suggestions Wanted. 
The Council, believing that the public 
libraries of New Zealand could be performing 
a far more socially useful function than they 
are in general to-day, is arranging for a forum 
to be held at Conference on Thursday even- 
ing, 16th February, on the subject of the re- 
sponsibility of the library to the community. 
For the first half-hour there will be a prepared 
discussion, which Station 2YA is to broadcast. 
It is important for the Association to make the 
best of this opportunity to explain to a wide 
audience just how much a first class library 
service could do for society, especially in 
strenuous and troubled times like these. The 
lines of the discussion are not finally settled, 
and all those who have ideas which may be 
helpful are invited, indeed urged, to communi- 
cate without delay to the forum organiser, Mr. 
C. W. Collins, Canterbury University College 
Library, Christchurch. 


Catalogue Cards. 

In last month’s issue, page 38, Mr. Ellerm 
pointed out that it is necessary to choose blank 
catalogue cards carefully. The Librarian, Can- 
terbury University College, intorms us that, of 
the different boards stocked in New Zealand, he 
has found the most suitable for permanent 
records to be Wiggins Teape 140 lb. board. It 
is a medium stock, made in white and several 
standard colours, and is the nearest approxima- 
tion he could find to Library of Congress cards. 
For files handled by library staff only, such as 
order and accession records, the light-weight 
Wiggins Teape 110lb. board is satisfactory. 


_ Very great emphasis must be placed on clean, 


square cutting, accurate to 7.5 by 12.5 centi- 
metres; and the suppliers should be warned that 
the cards will not be accepted unless samples 
taken throughout the order come up to stan- 
dard. Despite every care, however, it seems 
almost impossible to get a New Zealand firm 
to cut cards consistently well. Until librarians 
insist, and firm realise, that there is an inter- 
national standard for good library catalogues, 
and that the careless cutting which is tolerated 
for the average business card record is not 
acceptable to librarians, it will still be 

to import Libraco, Library Bureau, Gaylord, 


‘Lefco, or other first grade cut cards when the 


best is wanted. 


PALMERSTON NORTH. 
(By F. A. Sandall, M.A., Librarian, Massey Agricultural College.) 


Libraries. 

The city which is the scene of the 1938 Con- 
ference contains two libraries of some size. 

The Palmerston North Public Library is at 
present in process of re-organisation. A New- 
Book Club has been opened downstairs for the 
supply of up-to-date fiction (twopence a book). 
Visitors will probably be interested in the classi- 
fication of fiction types by coloured stickers, 
and the stock itself. 

The General Lending Department, containing 
more serious works, reference books proper, 
technical publications and biographies, is to be 
made free. In adding to this section it is in- 
tended to build up a collection of books on 
aviation. There is, too, an interesting nucleus 
collection of books on New Zealand. 

A particularly lively section of the library is 
the Junior Department, as readers will remem- 
ber from the various accounts of its activities 
that have appeared in “New Zealand Libraries.” 


It is possible that in the future a lecture hall 
will be added to the library buildings. 

Massey Agricultural College has a relatively 
small and highly specialised library. It con- 
tains 7,500 volumes, about half of which are 
bound periodicals. The Library serves the staff 
and students of the College, the Dairy Research 
Institute of the N.Z.D.S.LR., six research de- 
partments of the College, and two other re- 
search departments of the D.S.IL.R. Much of 
the work is reference-work, while a consider- 
able and increasing amount of borrowing and 
lending is done with outside libraries. The 
special issue system in use is perhaps suitable 
only to this type of library. 

Probably the section of most popular interest 
is that devoted to books for general and cul- 
tural reading, purchased with a grant from the 


The Library is handsomely housed. 
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In the Courthouse in Palmerston North is a 
reference library of law books and a number of 


well-preserved bound periodicals. 
A Note on the City. 

The City of Palmerston North is on the 
Manawatu River, about a hundred miles north 
by road from Wellington. It is the heart of the 
farming district known as Manawatu (chiefly 
fat stock raising and dairying) and an import- 
ant junction for both railways and airlines. 
Population now numbers 24,000. The town is 
laid out fairly symmetrically about a central 
“Square,” marred at present by the passage of 
the railway through it. 

The Council Chambers of the City Corpora- 
tion and the Public Library (entrance in Fitz- 


herbert Avenue) are situated in the Square, 
and all the hotels listed in the Secretary’s cir- 
cular of 1st December are close by. 

The Esplanade, which is a combined botan- 
ical garden and native reserve, and the Fitz- 
herbert Bridge across the Manawatu are worth 
a visit. In the Esplanade, by the way, and 
about a mile and a half from the Square, is a 
motor camping ground. 

Close to this is a large block of land on 
which two hundred houses are being erected 
self-contained in design, this may be destined 
to become a social centre in itself with — it 
should not be looking too far ahead to say— 
perhaps its own branch library. 


REVIEWS. 


“SCIENCE AND THE COMMUNITY,” by 
Alexander Findlay. 


The latest publication of the New Zealand 
Council for Educational Research, dated 1938, 
is by the Professor of Chemistry in the Uni- 
versity of Aberdeen. It is a short brochure 
(No. 4 in the “Studies in Education” series) 
only 18 pages long, and is a reprint of a public 
lecture given on the 12th September, 1938, at 
the invitation of the Council of the University 
of Otago, Dunedin. The lecture is one which 
attracted a good deal of attention at the time 
and is an erudite and cultivated analysis, and 
worthy of more than passing attention as the 


work of a distinguished scientist. 





“THE NEW ASSISTANT OR THE 
JUNIOR’S VADE MECUM,” edited by 
Alex. ]. Philip. 


Arrangements have been completed with Mr. 
Philip, as with various other publishers, for 
copies of publications to come forward for re- 
view in “New Zealand Libraries.” This is the 
first publication to come forward, and is listed 
at 4/-. It is a paper bound book of 55 pages 


and fulfils the demand which many librarians 
have made vociferously for some time for a 
simple volume which they could put into the 
hands of the most junior assistants on their first 
day in the library. The book is well done, easy 
to read, and as comprehensive as a manual of 
this nature should be. A copy is available from 


the Association’s Library. Mr. A. J. Philip, the 
editor, publishes the book from his establish- 
ment at Lodgewood, Gravesend, England. 


“THE SCHOOL LOOKS AT LIFE: AN EX- 
PERIMENT IN SOCIAL EDUCA- 
TION,” by J. E. Strachan. New Zealand 
Council for Educational Research, 1938. 


Mr. Strachan, Headmaster of the Rangiora 
High School, analyses very carefully and thor- 
oughly, and in a scientific but idealistic way, the 
functions of the school in theory, and compares 
them with the functions of the school in prac- 
tice. The Rangiora High School has for a long 
time enjoyed a high reputation beyond the 
boundaries of its own borough, and is well 
known as a school where the Matriculation 
examination is a subordinate consideration to 
real education. The schedule of integrated 
studies printed at the end of the book shows the 
unusual methods adopted by Mr. Strachan, and 
give some idea of how a child leaving his school 
would be very well equipped to take his part 
immediately as a citizen alive to the implications 
of modern life and competent to deal with them. 


“THE MAWHERA GAZETTE.” 

The Greymouth Technical High School’s an- 
nual gazette is a well printed and in i 
school magazine. The High School is one of 
our school members. 
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GEOGRAPHY AND TRAVEL. 


A SELECTED LIST FOR JUNIORS. 
(Published price given.) 


Andersen, Lis—Lis at home in Denmark. Routledge. 
3/6 
Andersen, Lis—Lis sails to Teneriffe, Routledge. 
3/6 914.68 
Routledge. 
3/6 910.4 
(Three travel books written by a child.) 
Beuret, G.—When I was a girl in France. Harrap. 
2/6 914.4 
Bates, Katherene Lee—In sunny Spain with Pilasica 
and Rafael. Dutton. $2 914.6 
(Everyday life in Spain.) 
Bradley, M. H.—Alice in elephant-land. Appleton. 
7/6 916 
Bradley, M. H.—Alice in jungle-land. Appleton. 
7/6 916. 
(A girl’s travels in Africa.) 
Carpenter, Frances—Our little friends of Norway, Ola 


Andersen, Lis—Lis sails the Atlantic. 


and Mart. American Book Co. 72c. 914.8 
Cobb, Ruth—This way to London. Pitman. 
3/6 914.21 
Cousland, Gilbert—My little London book. Collins. 
3/6 914.21 
(A photographic picture book for 
younger children.) 
Dickson, G.—Nursery geography. Nelson. 
6/- 910 
Du Chaillu, Paul—Country of the dwarfs. Harper. 
5/- 916. 
Du Chaillu, Paul—In African forest and jungle. 
Scribner. $2.50 916. 
Du Chaillu, Paul—Hand of the long night. Scribner. 
$2.50 914.8 
Du Chaillu, Paul—My Apengi kingdom. Harper. 
5/- 916. 
Du Chaillu, Paul—Lost in the jungle. Harper. 
5/- 916. 
Du Chaillu, Paul—Stories of the gorilla country. 
Harper. 5/- 916. 
Finch, R. V.—Children of Europe. Evans. 
2/6 914. 
Glass, D.—Book about the British Empire. Warne. 
5/- 
Harrington, I.—Komaki of the cliffs. Scribner. 
$1.20 917.8 
(About the everyday life of an Hopi 
Indian boy.) 
Hillyer, V. M.—Child’s geography of the world. 
Appleton-Century. $2 910. 


(Geography taught in an original manner 
with touches of humour.) 
Lee, Y. P.—When I was a boy in China. Harrap. 
2/6 915.1 
Mitchell, L. S—North America. Macmillan. 
$3.50 917. 
Montizambert, E. — Michael’s London. Hamish 
Hamilton. 7/6 914.21 


. 


Moore, Nelle—Near the top of the world: Stories of 
Norway, Sweden and Denmark, Scribner. 


76c. 914.8 
Outhesite, L.—Unrolling the map. Constable. 
16/- 910.4 


(Records the history of exploration and 
explorers from 3000 B.C. to the present. 
Contains 56 maps.) 


Pange, P. L. M. de—Paris (Peeps at great cities. 
Black. 2/6 914.4 


Parkman, F.—Oregon Trail. Simm. 3/3 917.8 
Peck, A. M.—Round about Europe. Harper. 


7/6 914. 
Peck, A. M.—Story book Europe. Harper. 
7/6 914. 


Price, Olivia—Middle country: A Chinese boy’s adven- 
tures in his own land. Harrap. 2/- 915.1 


Putnam, D. B.—David goes to Baffin Land. Putnam. 


6/- 919.8 
Putnam, D. B.—David goes to Greenland. Putnam. 

6/- 919.8 
Putnam, D. B.—David goes voyaging. Putnam. 

6/- 910.4 


Quennell, Mrs. M., and Quennel, C. H. B.—Everyday 
life in Anglo-Saxon, Viking and Norman times. 
Batsford. 5/- 914.2 

Quennell, Mrs. M., and Quennell, C. H. B.—Every- 
day life in Roman Britain. Batsford. 

5/- 914.2 

Quennell, Mrs. M., and Quennell, C. H. B.—History 
of everyday things in England. Batsford. 

2 vols., each 8/6; 1 vol., 16/6 914.2 


Quinn, V.—Picture map geography of the world. 


Stokes. $2.50 910. 
Rawson, K. L.—Boy’s-eye view of the Arctic. Mac- 
illan. 9/- 919.8 
Rugg, H.—Communities of men. Gunn. 
92c. 917.3 
Rugg, H. O.—People and countries. Gunn. 
$1.08 910. 
Siple, P.—Boy scout with Byrd. Putnam. 
6/- 919.8 
Slocum, J.—Sailing alone around the world, Low. 
2/6 910.4 
Smith, J. R.—Industry and Commerce. Constable. 
12/- 910. 
Smith, J. R.—Our industrial world. Winston. 
$1.60 910. 
(Well illustrated source book for project 
work.) 
Spaull, H.—Baltic States: Latvia, Lithuania and 
Estonia. Black. 2/6 914.96 
Stefansson, V.—Northward Ho! Harrap. 
3/6 and 2/- 919.8 
Stuart, D. M.—Book of other lands. Harrap. 
7/6 910. 


(Romance of Knowledge Series.) 
Synge, M. B.—Book of discovery. Nelson. 
10/6 910.4 
Washbourne, H. C.—Letters to Channy: A trip around 
the world. Cassell. 36/6 
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BOOK LIST. 


PHILOSOPHY: 
Shapiro, H. R.—What every young man should 
know about war. Allen & Unwin. 
3/6 1938 172.4 
Extracts from official records showing the less 
romantic aspects of warfare. 


RELIGION: 
Caine, Sir Hall—Life of Christ. Collins. 
10/6 1938 232.9 
Lengthy study which attempts to picture the 
personality of Christ for the twentieth century. 


SOCIOLOGY: 
Cole, G. D. H., & Postgate, R.—The common 
people, 1746-1938. Methuen. 
6/- 1938 331.8 


Lengthy survey of the history of the British 
working class. 


Hart, L.—Through the fog of war. Faber. 
12/6 1938 355.4 
A series of brilliant studies, by a military ex- 
pert, of generalship during the last war, and 
likely strategy during the next one. 


Laski, H. J.—Parliamentary government in England. 

12/6 1938 328.42 

An account of the major institutions of British 
government and how they work. 


NATURAL SCIENCE: 


Verrill, A. H.—Strange birds and their stories. 
Harrap. 10/6 1938 598.2 
oman stories of bird life, chiefly for young 
readers. 


APPLIED SCIENCE: 

Cuepin, C.—Farm machinery. Crosby Lockwood. 
18/- 1938 631.3 
The construction, maintenance and use of farm 
power, implements and machines. 


army. Cassell. 

8/6 1938 610. 
Stories of medical achievements told for the 
layman. 

Miller, R. Fulop—Triumph over pain. H. Hamilton. 

15/- 1938 610.9 
The story of the discovery and development of 
anaesthetics. 

Thomas, M.—Mary Thomas’s knitting book. 

Hodder & Stoughton. 7/6 1938 646.26 


FINE ARTS: 


Abraham, G. E. H.—A hundred years of music. 
Duckworth. 15/- 1938 780.9 
A history of music from’ the death of Beetho- 
ven to 1936. For readers with considerable 
musical knowledge. 


Batsford. 15/- 1938 701. 
The author’s views on the philosophy of art. 
Includes 275 illustrations, with detailed com- 


mentary. 
Scholes, P. A.—The Oxford companion to music. 
Oxford U.P. 21/- 1938 780.3 


Arranged as an encyclopaedia. Gives bio- 
graphical, bibliographical and technical inform- 
ation. 





LITERATURE, 


Auden, W. H., comp.—The Oxford book of light 
verse. Oxford U.P. 10/6 1938 821.08 
Comprehensive anthology, from Chaucer to Mr. 
Belloc. 


TRAVEL: 
Baerlein, H. — In Czechoslovakia’s hinterland. 
Hutchinson. 12/6 1938 914.37 
Sketches of the inhabitants of Ruthenia, an 
eastern province of Czechoslovakia. 


Cooke, R. Croft—The man in Europe street. Rich 
& Cowan. 10/6 1938 914. 
Entertaining account of a trip through Europe, 
with the object of learning the political views 
of the man in the street. 


Crow, Carl—My friends the Chinese. H. Hamilton. 
9/- 1938 915.1 
Account of Chinese manners and customs. 
H. V.—Through lands of the Bible. 
7/6 1938 915. 


Rad6é, Alexander—The atlas of to-day and to- 
morrow . . . maps executed by M. Raj 
Gollancz. 10/6 1938 912. 


Historical, geographical, political and commer- 
cial maps, with explanatory text. Includes such 
subjects as racial problems in Europe, interna- 
tional movements of capital, etc., etc. More a 
yearbook than an atlas. 


BIOGRAPHY: 


Doorly, E.—The microbe man. Heffer. 
4/6 1938 
A life of Pasteur for children. 


Lawrence, T. E.—The letters of T. E. Lawrence of 
Arabia, ed. by David Garnett. Cape. 


21/- 1938 
Sassoon, Siegfried—The old century. Faber. 
8/6 1938 


Account of the author’s childhood and youth. 
Seaver, G.—‘Birdie’ Bowers of the antarctic. J. 
Murray. 10/6 1938 


The subject died with Scott, Wilson and Oates 
at the age of 28. 


Williamson, C., ed.—Great Catholics. Nicholson 
& Watson. 10/6 1938 


Wood, Sir Henry—My life of music. Gollancz. 
7/6 1938 


HISTORY: 


— R.—Early days in Dunedin. Whitcombe 
Tombs. 7/6 1938 995. 
Pape R. H. Bruce—Guns or butter. Pucnam. 
10/6 1938 940.5 
A popular account of a recent visit to political 
danger-spots in central and southern Europe. 


Martelli, G—Whose sea? Chatto & Windus. 
12/6 1938 940.5 


A study of current problems in the Mediter- 
ranean. 
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FICTION: 

Asch, Sholem—Three novels, tr. Routledge 8/6 
Collects three hitherto untranslated novels, 
all dealing with Jewish life in New York. 

Bagnold, E.—The squire. Heinemann 7/6 
Short study of a mother immediately after 
child-borth. 

Bell, N.—Love and Julian Farne. Collins .. 7/6 
Study of an Englishman of the upper 
middle class and the lives of his friends 
and contemporaries. 

Brierley, W.—Dalby Green. Duckworth . 7/6 
The author of “Means test Man” describes 
an English colliery village and the lives 
of its inhabitants. 

Cooper, L.—National provincial. Gollancz . 8/6 
Novel of working-class life in England. 

de la Roche, M.—Growth of a man. 
NEED? | seistdsarg-endvagetoraad aerpesiundind -2-ecnsniel 8/6 
Development of a lonely Canadian boy 
into a stalwart backwoodsman. 

Fallada, H.—Wolf among wolves. Putnam .. 8/6 
Lengthy novel of post-war, pre-Hitler 


Germany, by the author of “Little man, 
what now” 


Forester, C. S.—Fl 


colours. M, Joseph 7/6 
Written round the 


apoleonic wars. 


Hanley, J.—People are curious. Lane .... 7/6 
Powerful short stories. 
, G—Royal esca 8/6 
Jordan, H.—Ship by herself. Hodder & 
re er ee 8/6 


Kennedy, M.—The Midas touch. Cassell ... 8/6 
Study of an adventurer, by the author of 
“The constant nymph.” 

Krey, L.—And tell of time. Collins ....... 8/6 
Romantic novel of Texas in the period 
after the Civil War, told from the South- 
ern viewpoint. 

McKenna, S.—Breasted Amazon. Hutchinson 8/6 

Norris, C. G.—Bricks without straw. 

DEED vcvino-aes toweanesaeuanen 10/6 
Two generations of an American family, 

and their varied attempts to cope with 

the problems of life. 

Street, A. G—Already walks to-morrow. Faber 7/6 
Written round the problems of agricul- 
tural policy in Britain. 

Wodehouse, P. G.—The code of the Woosters. 


A SIMPLE TRIPLE-ENTRY CHARGING SCHEME. 
(By F. A. Sandall, M.A., Librarian, Massey Agricultural College.) 


This article is purely a description of an 
actual system. It does not discuss the reasons 
for the design of that system or the relative 
methods of others. 

The Library at Massey College is small 
(seven thousand books), highly specialised and 
equipped with a small staff, the members of 
which have to perform many different duties. 

Experience showed that we require to know: 

(a) who has a certain book; 
(6) how many books a given borrower 
has at one time; 


(c) what books are overdue for return. 


This naturally suggests three files: 
An author (or main entry) file, 
a file of borrowers, 
and a file by dates. 

Any one book, periodical or pamphlet then, 
would be entered three times; first, under its 
main entry; secondly, under the name of the 
borrower; and thirdly, under the date on which 
it was borrowed. In addition it was desirable 
that the borrower should be able to enter the 
essentials of the record himself in the absence 
of the desk-assistant; that, in doing so, he 
should be put to as little trouble as possible; 
that the time taken by the assistant in correct- 


ing or elaborating entries should be short, and 
that the system should be compact. 


Oe SN 508s <Acek Wow eueeueebanrs 7/6 
It should be mentioned that, al entries 
for both books and periodicals be filed 


together, in the description given below the 
main-entry files for books and periodicals, are 
separated. The borrower and date files, how- 
ever, each contain entries for all types of 
material. 

In Detail. 

A piece of cheap, stiffish, coloured cover- 
paper or card 8in. by 3in., is across 
twice at distances of Sin. 64in. from one 
end. This leaves three spaces, one of Sin. by 
3in. and two of I}in. by 3in. each. (It would 
be better to have the measurements so arranged 
that the large section was of standard cata- 
loguing card size, i.e., 124 by 74 cm. 
conditions decided our use of the Sin. by 3in. 
size for the present.) 

The Sin. by 3in. section is printed (e.g. for 
periodicals) as a form on which the borrower 
may record title (and/or series), vol., no., etc., 
and his name. Most borrowers add the sam, 


assistant as well. Above 
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The two remaining sections of the card 
(which are also marked “for use by library 
staff only”) are, of course, for the borrower and 
date records. On the first of these is written 
the borrower’s name, and underneath it the 
first three or four letters of the main entry. 
As a handy check, a date stamp may be placed 
under this if desired. 

The last section is stamped on top with the 
date, under which the borrower’s name (or 
part of it) is written. 

Again as a handy check, some indication of 
the main entry may be written below the bor- 
rower’s name. Both this and the date stamp 
on the borrower entry are, however, unneces- 
sary. 

Each section is then filed in a small tray 
containing three suitably sized compartments. 

In the borrower record, small manilla guide- 
cards are used, which contain the name of the 
borrower, his address and his occupation at the 
College. No distinction in the file is made be- 
tween students and staff. 

Book-cards are filed in a separate tray, but 
small white slips of exactly the same type as 
the last two sections of the 8in. by 3in. card 
are inserted in the borrower and date files, so 


FREE PUBLIC 
(By Miss A. K. Elliot, Librarian, 


A Public Library, to function as the educa- 
tive, cultural and recreative centre of a town, 
should have the following essentials:— 


1. It should be FREE, i.e., rate-supported— 
free to all residents (ratepayers and non-rate- 
payers), who are listed on the Borough Roll. In 
Timaru, the Library is free to all residents from 
the age of eight years upwards ad infinitum. 
As an extra service, in residents not on 
Borough Roll for three months, may, with a 
ratepayer as guarantor, have books immedi- 
ately. In Timaru, the Borough Roll stands at 
10,000, and of these, 6,000 (net) are Library 
borrowers. (Application form is filled in on the 
spot, checked on Roll, and borrower is imme- 
diately entitled to a book.) 


2. It should cater for all classes, and for all 
local demands—it must give some service which 
no other book-distributing agency can supply 
or offer—i.e., up-to-date reference; technical 
and cultural books, etc. Each town has its own 
individual demands, and should so build up its 

i —the non-industrial town caters more 
for the leisured and business classes; industrial, 


that under both borrower and date there are 
entries for all material issued. 
“Posthumous” Uses. 

When the material is returned and the entries, 

ing withdrawn, are cancelled and “dead,” 
they may be refiled in various ways to give 
several kinds of statistical information; which 
students read; what they read; when they read, 
etc. 

Different-coloured cards for different kinds 
of material show almost at a glance statistics 
for each kind. 

No triple-entry system is very rapid in opera- 
tion, but, with a little practice, both the making 
and cancelling of these entries can be done with 
fair speed. Experiments showed that a liberal 
allowance was: entering, 40 seconds; cancelling, 
20 seconds. 

Finally, the fundamentals of this system are 
not new. It is simply a re-combination of ele- 
ments from the systems of the Brotherton 
Library, Leeds; the Library, University of Edin- 
burgh; the Turner Sims Library, University 
College, Southampton; the Library, University 
College, London, and the New York State Lib- 
rary—and probably many others. 


LIBRARIES. 
Timaru Free Public Library.) 


for the workers, and this is where a Free Lib- 
rary can help so much in the extension of free 
education. 


3. There should be ease of access.. The Free 
Library must belong to the people and be run 
for the people. Being free, it has a chance to 
appeal to all types of readers. Immediately an 
intending reader arrives at the Library, he must 
be shown round the various sections and catered 
for in his particular line. He is entitled to 
take a book at once if he so desires, his bor- 
rower’s card being given to him when he returns 
his first book. 

4. A Free Library should build up a strong 
non-fiction section, and should cater more fully 
in this service than in fiction. The Free Library 
should be the central intelligence of the town, 
not only for general literature, but for every 
commercial and vocational field of information 
that it may prove practical to enter. As an in- 
stance: The Timaru Library has more non- 


fiction in stock than fiction—our total adult 
lending stock is 21,421; of this 12,736 is non- 
fiction, leaving 8,685 for fiction. 
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5. Reference Library. A Free Library, in a 
town the size of Timaru, should concentrate on 
a strong lending non-fiction section in prefer- 
ence to a Reference. Keep a good well-selected 
Reference stock of standard books—but put the 
bulk into the Lending. Should be right up-to- 
date with all the latest information, interna- 
tional, political and technical. Should be right 
up-to-date with informative material which can 
be lent out to the borrowers—picture files, 
poster files and information files. For the 
above, a staff telephone is essential—also for 
overdue notices, reserved books, and general 
information. 


6. Juvenile Library must be free, and there 
should be concentration very strongly on the 
Juvenile section—especially non-fiction. Here 
are our readers of the future. It must be free 
to all ages—with ease of access and freedom 
from restrictions as far as possible. As an in- 
stance, our non-fiction section of factual mate- 
rial is now very strong, and in three years the 
reading here has increased at least 300 per 


cent. 


7. Intermediate Library—ages 17 to 21 years 
—also should be free, and this section well 
catered for on the same lines as laid down in 
2 and 3. 


Support of Readers. 
speak for themselves:— 
1928 Total non-fiction issues .. 13,206 
1938 ,, ” ” » «+ 51,825 

Of the above, 1,466 (1928) are Juvenile 
issues, as against 5,845 in 1938. 
Total issues for = — ne 

1938 : .- 182,508 


The following figures 


Adult non-fiction issues for ~ ending 


March, 1938 45,980 
Population of Timaru . 17,000 
Borrowers:— 

Adult % - a .. 6,021 
Intermediate vi ie a 399 
Juvenile ‘ a .. 1,976 
Subscribers outside Borough 64 


(These figures are net, as roll is purged.) 


The people of Timaru give a splendid sup- 
port—each section of the community is catered 
for, and as one borrower remarked the other 
day: “What a wealth of reading, and what a 
wealth of material.” 


Book Issues.—The ideal Free Library should 
of course be able to issue any number of books 
to any one borrower—but a small town has not 
always the resources to cover this, and may 
then charge 3d. for an extra book. 3d. or 1d. 
can also be charged for reserving non-fiction 
only. In the ideal Free Library this should be 
free, provided an adequate staff were available. 
The Liverpool Free Library issues two non- 
fiction, or one fiction and one non-fiction per 
reader, and then 3d. for an extra after that. 


Finance.—Timaru Public Library has a staff 
of seven (including Librarian), and has a spend- 
ing power of £2,617. Of this, £700 is for books; 
£200 for binding and replacements; £102 for 
magazines and newspapers; lighting and heat- 
ing, £210; salaries i oa £1,202. Costs 
for office expenses and repairs and fittings vary 
as different works are put in hand. 

Revenue.—This averages £300 per annum, 
and is made up of sales, reserves, fines, extra 
books (at 3d. each) and subscriptions (outside 
Borough). 


THE LIBRARY ASSISTANT’S READING. 
(By E. B. Ellerm, Librarian, The Leys Institute, Ponsonby, Auckland.) 


An assistant who has a wide general know- 
ledge derived from the intelligent use of books 
written specially dealing with library work, and 
has learned to browse and knows something of 
authors and publishers, of literature, of history, 
of the influence of various movements on civi- 
lisation, will rapidly develop the ability to guide 
and counsel others in their choice of reading. 

The assistant who comes in contact with the 
public must read not only what should be read, 
but must read in another capacity as an indi- 
vidual with tastes, impulses and interests 


separate from those developed and acquired in 
the effort to serve the public. 
Where the assistant has grown up in a home 
atmosphere of books of a wide and varied 
range, and to which access was easy, reading 
that was done during those years indirectly 
helps to build up a b and supply a 
knowledge which will always be useful. Others, 
by force of circumstances, may have had to seek 
their reading from other sources such as public 
libraries, a choice that may have developed an 
ability to discriminate and a power to choose 
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ing on the mind of the assistant, the approach 
that is brought to, and what is got from 
reading. There can be no best way to build 
up a background of books. Rather should a 
natural bent be followed, but care should be 
exercised that the mind is not crammed with a 
mass of unrelated material that will only be of 
use on odd occasions. 

The assistant who realises the responsibility 
of guide and mentor to 


tely divided into that done for 
others and that for personal or creative pur- 
poses. 

With the publication of large numbers of 
books each year, to acquire an intimate know- 
ledge of even a considerable proportion is an 
impossibility. The assistant is therefore depen- 
dent on the opinions of others provided in the 
form of book reviews. These, however, must 
be of a good standard in which a sound evalua- 
tion of the books under review is given. Even 
reviews provide a mass of reading to which 


consideration must be given, the assistant learn- 
ing to estimate the value and purpose of various 
periodical sources of reviews, as well as the 
reviews themselves. Prejudice which may tend 
to warp the sound literary j t which is 
being cultivated should be strictly avoided. All 
the reading which is done for others is primarily 
intended to fit the assistant to better aid bor- 
rowers in the selection of books, and a capacity 
to evaluate books, coupled with the ability to 
estimate the needs of readers, will go a long 
way towards sending readers away satisfied and 


Constant checking up of the salient features 
of books by a rapid survey of title, table of 
contents, and the text of the book, by reading 
brief portions to discover the author’s style, will 
equip an assistant with a superficial knowledge 
that can be very useful. 

However, for the assistant who endeavours to 
give a comprehensive guidance to readers, 
there remains the necessity for constant reading 
by which an ever-increasing store of knowledge 
is being accumulated, but also an understand- 
ing of books and their possible relations to 


every phase of life. 


NOTES BY A COUNTRY LIBRARIAN. 
(By Mrs. M. L. West, Librarian, Fairlie Public Library.) 


A subscriber has been ill and the fine 2/- for 
overdue books is not charged. Later a box of 
sweets costing 5/- is sent in to the Librarian, 
in appreciation of sympathy shown. Another 
subscriber in a bag of oranges with his 
overdue books. 


Books sent weekly to country subscribers are 
era een pate antigay 
of free subscri All selections of books 
are left to the Librarian’s judgment, although 
the said subscribers pass the Library door fre- 
quently. ak aie heies ae @ 
eet nen ee cee 

same to local shops for transport. 
arenubansehs 

The Librarian is asked to give talks on free 
library service at the Country Women’s Insti- 
tutes. One President assured the speaker that 
oo mes library housed at the school. 

later found that the library con- 
pe tera wy chewy —vdongye Booed 
ment store. 

Again the Librarian is sad at heart. A child 
subscriber comes to select books, accompanied 
by several mates who are not so fortunate as to 
have tickets. Later the Librarian finds these 


children on the floor devouring the books, while 
the first has agreed to take his time in selecting. 

One hears a small voice saying: “Please, Libra- 
tian, how much money would I have to save to 
be a subscriber?” 

The day of the fortnightly sheep sale is wet 
and cold. There is a notice in the Li 
porch, “No Dogs or Smoking Allowed.” The 
drover is anxious to see the daily papers. There 
is a fire. With a full pipe the drover relaxes, 
his dogs are weary and wet. The porch is 
equipped with a new and dry mat. . . . The 
Librarian does the cleaning. 

A smart, young subscriber, with her nose up, 
demands “A book on Modern Life—Something 
with a Kick in it!” indecent, per- 
haps you may like?” suggests the Librarian. 
“Thanks ever so much, I’ll have one of those,” 


Another subscriber, a farmer in a hurry, is 

for two new books, and objects to wait- 

ing to have them wra The Librarian ex- 

that sometimes have pigs in the 

of their cars. The subscriber laughs and 

St Se SS Oe Oe Se 
which he is taking home from the sale. 
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CONFERENCE. 


Remits Already to Hand: 

1. That the word “officers” be inserted after 
the words “All members of such committees 
must be” in the following resolution passed at 
the last Conference:— 


That this Conference rule:—both the Confer- 
ences of the Association and the Council have 
the right to set up: (a) Standing Committees, 
whose work is likely to be continuous or extend- 
ing over some years, and (6) committees for 
particular purposes whose function is likely to 
be fulfilled within a year or less. All members 
of such committees must be (OFFICERS), mem- 
bers, associate members, or delegates of institu- 
tional members, of the Association. The con- 
veners and personnel of such committees shall 
in the first instance be elected by the body 
establishing them; but standing committees may 
co-opt additional members who are eligible, 
subject to the Council’s right of veto. All com- 
mittees may elect a convener when a vacancy 
occurs, subject to Council’s approval. Either a 
Conference or the Council may remove any or 
all members of the committee, and may remove 
a member from the office of convener. Subject 
to this ruling, however, standing committees will 
continue as “permanent commissions,” and com- 
mittees appointed ad hoc will report and dis- 
solve. —Submitted by Mr. Collins. 


2. That Clause 12 of the Constitution be 
amended by adding the words in capitals to the 
Section as set out:— 

“12. (1) Every Library or other institution 
which is a member OR AFFILIATED BODY 
of the Association may be represented at any 
Conference or any special meeting by delegates 
as follows: 

BRANCHES OR SECTIONS— 

ONE DELEGATE FOR EVERY 25 


MEMBERS. 
Libraries or institutions whose annual income 
exceeds £1,000 .. . Three delegates 


Libraries or institutions whose annual income 
is not more than £1,000 but not less than 
£500 Two delegates 

Libraries or institutions whose annual income 
is less than £500 One delegate 
(2) Nominations of persons as delegates 

of a library or other institution shall be 
handed to the Secretary of the Association 
at any time prior to the commencement of 
the Conference proceedings or of the special 
meeting. 


(3) Delegates of any library or other insti- 
tution shall have at a Conference or special 
eS go a a te 
member of the Association. 

(4) The delegate of a library or other in- 
stitution need not be a member of the Asso- 
ciation. If he is a member he shall be 
entitled to exercise his privileges as a member 


(Deferred from last Conference.) 
3. Amendment to Remit 2: 

That the words “or part thereof” be added 
after the words “one delegate for every 25 
members.” 

—Submitted by Otago Branch. 

4. That Clause 17 of the Constitution, which 
reads as follows:— 

“17. There shall be elected by the Associa- 
tion the following officers, namely, an honorary 
President, a President, five Vice-Presidents, an 
honorary Secretary-Treasurer, and eight ordi- 
nary members of the Council, No person shall 
be eligible for election to any office unless he is 
a member of the Association or a delegate to 
the Conference.” 
be repealed in favour of the following:— 


“17. There shall be elected by the Association 
the following officers, namely, a Patron,* a 
President, five Vice-Presidents, an Honorary 
Secretary-Treasurer, and THREE ordinary 
members of the Council, TOGETHER WITH 
ONE MEMBER ELECTED BY EACH 
BRANCH OR SECTION AT LEAST ONE 
MONTH BEFORE THE ANNUAL ELEC- 
TION OF OFFICERS. No person shall be 
eligible for election to any office unless he is a 
member of the Association or a delegate to the 
Conference.” 

—Submitted by W Branch. 
(Deferred from last erence.) 

5. That Clause 17 as amended be approved 
with the addition of— 

(a) That no branch with a membership of 
less than 10 be given representation on the 
Council; 

(6) That the present number of Council 
should not at any time be exceeded. 

—Submitted by Otago Branch. 

6. That Clause 5 of the Constitution be re- 





* This alteration already made in Conference, 1938. 
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7. That Clause 25 of the Constitution be 
altered to read:— 

“This Constitution may be added to, repealed 
or amended by resolution at any Conference or 


special general meeting, that no such 
resolution shall be deemed to have been passed 


unless the notice calling such meeting shall 
specify in general terms the proposed resolution, 
and unless it be carried by a majority of at 
least two-thirds of those present and entitled to 
vote.” —Submitted by Otago branch. 
Further remits are invited, and should be 
sent in as early as possible before the com- 





mencement of the Conference. In accordance 
with a decision of the Council, no remit received 
less than a month before the date of the open- 
ing of the Conference will be entertained unless 
Council decides otherwise. 

Conveners of all Standing and other Com- 
mittees are reminded to get their reports in to 
the Secretary, certainly not later than the 6th 
February, in order to ensure that they will be 
cyclostyled, for the convenience of members of 
Council. Reports received later may, or may 
not, get adequate consideration. 


IMPORTS CONTROL REGULATIONS. 


A deputation composed of representatives of 
the Associated Booksellers of New Zealand, 
representatives of various publishers, and the 
Secretary and Assistant Secretary of the Asso- 
ciation waited on the Hon. W. Nash, Minister 
of Customs, on Tuesday, 13th December, 1938, 
with a view to obtaining the Minister’s assent 
to excluding books, periodicals, and news- 
papers from the operation of the Import Con- 
trol Regulations, 1938. The exclusion of books 
was sought under Clause 4 of the Regulations 
on the ground (a) That books are a necessity, 
(6) that the annual value of books imported 
is relatively small, (c) that no local industry 
would be if books were included 
within the scope of the Regulations. 

The Minister, in reply, made it plain that so 
many commodities could be reg as neces- 
sities that exclusion on this ground was not 
possible. The annual value of literature im- 
ported would amount to quite 2 per cent. of 
total imports. The primary purpose of the 
Regulations was not to encourage New Zealand 
secondary industries, although that was a neces- 
sary corollary. The Government is faced with 
the necessity of restricting payments for imports 
to the value of sterling credits available in 
London if wages are not to be cut or employ- 
ment work reduced. In this way, the Govern- 
ment intends to meet its commitments. 

The Minister said that it would be neces- 
sary for each importer when applying for a 
licence, to set out the value of the books, etc., 
imported during each half of 1938, and the 
ae of the books intended to be imported 


during the corresponding six months during 
1939. It would be advisable to concentrate on 
the importation of literature n to the 
community and which could not be produced 
locally. 


The Minister mentioned that: 


(a) Goods which had left the exporting 
country and were on board ship for New Zea- 
land on December Sth would be admitted 


without licence. 


(6) Goods ordered prior to December 5th 
and which were imported into New Zealand 
not later than December 31st would be admit- 
ted without licence. 


(c) Goods which were ordered on or before 
December 5th and which were imported after 
December 31st would be admitted under 
licence, subject to compliance with the condi- 
tions set out above. 

In conclusion, the Minister intimated that he 
would be pleased, at any time, to discuss with 
those present any difficulties that might arise 
and which concerned matters of policy, and that 
the local Customs officers would be pleased to 
assist importers in matters other than those 
directly affected by the policy of the Govern- 
ment. 

At present importers of books by Book Post 
are not included in the operation of the Regu- 
lations, and accordingly librarians who gener- 
ally import through local booksellers will not, 
as a rule, require to obtain licences under the 
Regulations. 





All questions 
SECRETARY, NEW 
questions with regard 


relating to the Activities of the Association should be addressed to JOSEPH NORRIE, HON. 
ZEALAND LIBRARY 


ASSOCIATION, P.O. Box 1529, WELLINGTON, C.1.; while 
to the Bulletin should be addressed to STUART PERRY, HON. EDITOR, “NEW ZEA- 


LAND LIBRARIES,” P.O. BOX 15239, ro C.1, 


It is asked that in 


remitting money to 
and postal orders should be made payable to the SECRETAR 
and not to any individual by name. 





the Association, at should be added to cheques, and that 
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